e o5t dogs  belonging to
M homeless guardians are
not abused or neglected;
in fact, many of them have been res-
cued [rom abandonment by their
present gltil.t'dianp.,' B Wistse, "W
nocd to keep an open mind and not
Judge the dogs we ses on the streets,
We ‘need to get rid of preconcelved
notions about where dogs should live
and recognize that not all dogs work
well in homes. Many of the dogs we
are in contact with, despite not living
in & home, are with ||f'|q:-||' bty -
four hours a day and are very happy
and well-zocialized,” ghe -:;n;pliunb'_
Yot. despite being happy with
thelr ]{u::pc||.'|.||=.'_ many af downtown’s
dogs are in need of medical care,
incheding spaying and neutering, a
pricedure most hameless guardians
do not consider when caring for their
pets. Approaching guardians about
spayving and neutering. howover, can
be difficult. “Most people are very
migtru=stful when wie firse approach
them and think that we are trving to
from  them,”
“But that’s not what

take their -:Ill:,: away
roports Weise.
we're about,”

Weise and Tuttelmondo have
worked hard to create reputations

Pravious page; Samuel and Teacup lhve
together in an encampment under 3 freeway
overpass in downtown Los Angeles. Samael,
who credits Teacup as giving him the courage
1o persevere, hopes to neturm to his home in

among the downtown population as
people who can be trusted o help
them with their dogs. Weise is fear-
less, She will walk into homeless
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Mot all dogs are right for adoption
intp & conventional family however;
nar are all homelbess pet guardians

We need to keep an open mind and not

judge the dogs we see on the streets/W
need to get rid of preconceived noti
about where d0§5 should live and recog
ogs work well in horns

nize that not all

encampments of over 100 people
backed up by nothing more than plas-
tic bags of dog food and fAyers
announcing their spayv/neuter pro-
gram. And her determination is pay-
ing ofl. Owver five viears, Lowmtown
Dog Rescus has been responsible for
spaving or neutering hundreds of
dogs, and has found adoptive homes
for nearly 250 pets,

Downtown Dog RBescues adop-
tion program is diferent from many
others in that it attempts to keep prior
fuardians and adoptive families in
totch with cach other. VWeise leis pet
guardians understand that they are
“calling the shots,” and that the diffi-
cult decision to have their dog
adopted by another family is wlii-
mately thelrs,

Homeless pet guardians becoms
as attached o thelr charges as any
other animal guardian; and, even as
they recogmize that they may not be
abke 1o supply all of the care their pets
need, separation can be heanbreaking.

Weise finds ways to enable home-
less pet guardians who cannot keep
their pets remain close o thelr dogs
She stays in touch with the adoptive
[amilies, collecting photographs and
stories o bring back to the original
guardians, and in & few insances has
oven managed (o set up periodic visiis,
Adoptive families are pre-screoned,
including home visits to ensure there

are appmprl&m i‘m,m:u,s. I‘ur pets. and

Coca [rves in the wame homeless
encampment a3 Samuel and
Tescup. Coco's gusrdian remaing
amonymoas, but does what she
can bo help the dog she lowes.

willing to give up
the dogs they love
Downtown  Dog
Hescun will
arrange for foster
care  for
whose puardians
simply netd some
time o get thelr
resources together
in order to care
properly for their
"Whatover

idogs

.-'
pels

the dog needs, and  mercedes and Mama, oae of the
whatever thy= with the help of Downbown Dog
aparidinn will et living with 16 dogs umtil the o
guardian will let B
us v, we'll do " to be spayed or neutered, ."ﬁ1
declares Weise, “And we'll do svery
thing we can o educate dog
guanimns. s0 that they wnderstand
1= I'nrli‘lmrduﬁ -



