Walk into the factory of Modernica, the Los Angeles—
based business specializing in reissues of enduring furni
e ﬂl'highx '|:-1.' the lakes of Eames and Melaon, and vou'll
find another lovable classic. This one can be found curled
up under a desk or making lelsurely rounds of the pro
duction floor with Modernica's sl ral mana LT, Larn
Weise. Sinbad, a shepherd mix now comfortably in his
semior stride, was abandoned six vears ago among the (3
tofies and homeless encampments that define this
rolgh-and-tumble section of downlown Los Angeles.
Back im 1998, Weise and plant manaper Richard

Tuttlemando recognized that the neighborhood's mis

| treated and abandomed dn!_H; contributed to an unbridled

pet population, which in heavily trafficked downtown

meant many died from traffic accidents or were found

I imyured on constriction sites, and decided to take action
by extending themselves and their love for animals into
thelocal community, They gained the trust of the area's

I largest proup of pet owners, the homeless, by offering
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food to their de Igs, education about animal s ouliection
rabied, and a |'.|':|l:|'.;: hand. *Homeliss '|'.;-c:|:-h: rr;ll]:r' lowe
their pets, bul they just don't have the resources 1o take
care of them in the zame way we might,” says Weise,

With newfound gtreet cred the two |'\|.'!_I.I['- Iakil'lll strays
and pets toa becal veterinarian to be spayed or neutered
It was the stan of Downiown Dhog Rescue. Today, the

small operation that Weise and Tuttlemondao started is
affiliated with the nonprofit Friends for Animals and

offers a growing list of health, training, and placement

sepvices that ineludes ¢linics four times a month for
piets and their owners at Modermica

Fhe dog packs along the freeway off-ramps are not
pone, bt they have diminished, a s1gn That Weise and
Tultlemondos work is paying off. But success lhasnti

slowed Downtown Dog Rescwe and s founders can still

b found plying the back alleys and wide boulevards
around Modernica looki 18 for animals in need, Ll'.ll'.'-.'ll'n;'.
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