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DOOG LOVER: Uadil Dowentown Dog Reseue stepped in fo kelp, Josephs was struggling lo care for 10
adull dogs and 40 puppies. After Teri s death, he was et with fwo; fzzy, gt and Frecway,

Dog’s Shooting Called Unnecessary

[ Diog, from Page B1]

and workers in the industrial
neighborhood on the eastern
edge of downtoen condemned
the shooling ns unnecessary and
officers’ actions afterwand as un-
eonschonable,

A private security guand sta-
tioned in the alley was appar-
ently the only witness to the
shooting. Om Friday he declined
Lo comment.,

Manusl Malklonado, a DHIL
delhvery driver who works firom a
warchouse next to the shooting
site, sald he encountered “Terd
moments before the bicycle pa-
tral pedaled wp.

“T'd pulled into the alley and
the dog was sleeping. I gol out Lo
tell her to move — you pet her
and shell move out of the way, A
littde later I heard a gunshot and
went bk to look and she was by-
Ing there in the S spot,” Mal-
donado said.

1 dont think =zhe even
barked,” he added. “This was un-

NECESSATY.

Driver Rollee Salgado said
the bullet Mred at Ter rfcocheted
{ into & green car parked in the al-
Iy,

“That dog was like a daughter
to Benny. We'd give him food,
and he'd tumn around and gve it
to her,” Salgado sald.

Others who work nearby also
said they doubled that the -
year-old pit bull posed a serous
threat to the officers.

“Ghe was never aggressive. 1
never even heard her growl
1 Thef's no_wiy -:h:(:- would mt-

tack,” sald Michas]l Paye, & pho-
tographer whoss studio is ner-
by and who had known the dog
for three years.

Mark Helf an art director
working at the studic on a
sportswenr advertising photo
ghoot, described the sorne as
heart-wrenching,

“They wouldn't bet Beany go
to his dog, even to put a com-
press on the wound. He had to
basically wateh his dog bleed to
death and die over a two-hour
period.

=1 heard Benny plead, ‘Pleass,
please shoot my dog, put it out of
its misery’ They wouldn't ewen
da that,” Helf sajd.

Jostphs, who heard the gun-
ahit but did not see the shoot-
ing, sakd he tried fo ald his
wounded dog but was blocked by
podice.

“Ter tried to get up and kept
falling down. They wouldn't let
me ledp her,” he said,

The 58-year-old Josephs, who
does odd jobs In exchange for
permission to live in 5 small shed
in & fenced-in aleove off the alley,
wis one of Dovntown Do Res-
civg's first clients when it was cre-
U R

Rescue workers had found
hirn overwhelmed with strays
that e had taken in. Eventually,
volunteers found new hormes for
1 medult dogs and 40 pupples he
wias struggling to feed, Josephs
kept Terl and two other older
dogs after the rescue group
spayed and neutered them and
helped him license them.

On Fridug, Josephs used cans
of dog food to illustrate where
the officers were positboned as
they rode through the alley, He
=aid a male ofMcer dding tandem
with another rider indicated that
hie had fired the shot.

*“The one officer s=ald he
thought the dog was goling to do
sométhing to the ldy™ riding at
the rear of the group, Josephs
=aid. “He sald he was fearful for
his partner.”

Josephs sakd police closely In-
spected the green car that he
sid was punciured by the reo-
cheting bullet, He sald it belongs
to 8 woman whose name he did
not know but who works in the
Area.

Durkectives investigating the
shooting would not comment.
An LAPD spokesworman said the
report flled after the incident did
not. Indicate that a vehicle had
been struck by a bullet. The de-
partment’s Foree Investigation
Drivision is probing the incident.

Organiers of Downtown Dog
Rescue, meantime, were calling
Friday for a wider investigation.

Rescue founders Lord Weise
and Richard Tutilemondo =ald
Josophs was essentially dis-
missed as a homeless translent
by authorithes, even though “Ter
wis licensed (0 him at the Tih
Plare addrmss,

She believek the oMcer's ac-
tions were excesshve and danger-
ous to the entire nielghborhood.

“If they fedt threatened, why
didn't they just Mace her?™ Weise
aald. “Pogtmen do it every day.”




